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Abstract. The relevance of the study is determined by the growing role of universities as centers of analytical
and expert activity in the context of wartime challenges, digital transformation, and Ukraine’s integration
into the European educational space. University analytical centers increasingly serve as platforms for the
development of educational policy, public dialogue, and scientific consulting for public authorities, which
highlights the need for a comprehensive assessment of their effectiveness. The p urpose of t he a rticle
is to evaluate the efficiency of the functioning of Uk rainian university analytical @ nters based on the
analysis of their organizational and managerial, substantive and methodological, and communication
and analytical characteristics. The objectives of the research include identifying the current state,
distinctive features, and potential for the development of university analytics as a component of the
higher education management system. In the course of the study, a criterial approach was developed
and substantiated, encompassing three evaluation blocks: organizational, substantive-methodological,
and communicative. To collect empirical data, content analysis of open sources, analytical products, and
public materials of Ukrainian university analytical centers was applied. The activities of five leading centers
were analyzed: the Anti-Corruption Research and Education Centre (ACREC), and the School for Policy
Analysis of the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, the Carpathian Institute of Analytics of Vasyl
Stefanyk Precarpathian National University, the Center of Social Research, and the Research of Fakes and
Propaganda in Russian Science of Sumy State University. The results of the study show that most centers
demonstrate a well-developed research agenda, active communication practices, and a strong orientation
toward international integration. At the same time, certain centers face several challenges — the absence
of normative regulation, a stable system for monitoring performance, and a shortage of financial
and human resources. A clear trend was identified toward strengthening inter-university cooperation,
expanding participation in international projects, and increasing the importance of analytical expertise
in shaping public and educational policy. The study concludes that university analytics is a significant tool
for improving the quality of higher education management, shaping a strategic vision for its development,
and enhancing interaction between the academic community, society, and the state. Further advancement
of this field requires targeted efforts toward the methodological, legal, and communicative strengthening
of analytical centers within Ukrainian universities.
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Introduction

The modern system of higher education
in Ukraineisundergoinga process of transformation
driven by the need to strengthen the role
of universities as centers not only of education
but also of analytical, expert, and research activity.
Under the conditions of wartime challenges,
integration into the European educational space,
digitalization of management processes, and
the growing demand for evidence-based decision-
making, the development of university-affiliated
think tanks is gaining particular significance.

Such centers serve as an important tool
for improving the quality of governance, shaping
educational and social policy, and promoting
a culture of analytical thinking within the academic
environment. At the same time, the lack of an
established regulatory framework, an efficiency
monitoring system, and consistent evaluation
criteria  complicates the institutionalization
of university analytics and limits its potential
impact on educational policy and social processes.

The relevance of this study lies in the need
for a comprehensive analysis of the organizational
and managerial, content and methodological,
and communication and analytical aspects
of the functioning of university-affiliated think
tanks in Ukraine, aimed at identifying their role,
effectiveness, and development prospects within
the higher education system.

The purpose of the article is to assess
the effectiveness of university-affiliated think
tanks in Ukraine based on a comprehensive
criterion-based analysis of their organizational
and managerial, content and methodological, and
communication and analytical characteristics,
in order to reveal the distinctive features
of university analytics as an integral component
of the higher education system.

To achieve this purpose, the following objectives
were defined:

— to  analyze the organizational and
managerial, content and methodological, and
communication and analytical foundations of the
activities of university-affiliated think tanks;

— to formulate generalized conclusions
regarding the current state and main features of the
functioning of university-affiliated think tanks
in Ukraine.

Analysis of Recent Research

The contemporary scholarly discourse on the
activities of university-affiliated think tanks is
represented in the works of such researchers
as V. Aksyonova, A.Valyukh, V. Biletskyi,
A. Hodliuk, N. Hromadska, 1. Yehorov,
V. Zhelanova, K. Zarembo, D.Zubko, O. Koidel,

Ye. Kupilov, O. Lvova, O. Liashenko, O. Maievska,
L. Melnyk, M. Patalong, N. Rzhevska, O. Sydorchuk,
O. Fedoruk, H. Chehorska, E. Akman, O. Carbou,
O. Cisaf, A.Denham, M. Garnett, M. Hrubes,
F Keskin, O.Kulac, O.Késeoglu, O. Koktas,
M. Ranga, L. Sobotkovd, H. Ozgiir, M. Thunert and
others.

The issue of the functioning of university-
affiliated think tanks has been explored in the
works of V. Aksyonova, V. Zhelanova, L. Christoph,
B. Giiner, Q. Li, E Schoppne, S. Shapovalov,
K. §ehitoglu, Y. Tao, R. Tekin, O. Weaver,
R. K. Rybka-Iwanska, G. Zhao, W. Zhao, among
others. The directions of activity, management
specifics, funding mechanisms, and information
and outreach work of think tanks have been studied
by V. Aksyonova, N. Hromadska, V. Zhelanova,
O. Liashenko, O. Lvova, L. Melnyk, L. Christoph,
S. Shapovalov, and E. Schéppne.

The experience of European think tanks has
been analyzed by D. Cadier, D. Dialer, G. Fiiricht-
Fiegl, K. Jezierska, A. Krizsan, I. Petrenko, A. Reich,
V. Schafer, Ph. Sherrington, A. Sorbom, M. Sus, and
W. Wessels.

However, despite the relatively extensive body
of research on think tank activities, the specific
features of university-affiliated think tanks
in Ukraine have been examined only fragmentarily.

Presentation of the Main Material

To assess the effectiveness of university-affiliated
think tanks, a set of evaluation criteria has been
substantiated and developed, comprising three
interrelated components: the organizational and
managerial block, the content and methodological
block, and the communication and analytical block.

The organizational and managerial block
includes the following key criteria: the presence
of a defined goal; a clearly determined field
of activity; transparency of regulations; human
resource capacity; and established cooperation
with other organizations.

The content and methodological block
covers such main criteria as the correspondence
of analytical product topics to the center’s area
of activity, as well as the diversity and regularity
of analytical material preparation.

The  communication and  analytical
block encompasses the following primary
criteria: the presence of social media accounts,
dissemination of information about the center’s
activities, and the provision of recommendations
for policymakers and administrators, among
others.

The analysis is based on the following sources:

« official documents of analytical centers;

« analytical products;
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eopen web resources and social media
platforms;

« scientific and media materials.

At the same time, the potential risk of limited
transparency of some sources is taken into account,
as this may hinder a comprehensive examination
of financial, human resource, or regulatory-
management aspects of think tank activities.

It should be noted that a university-affiliated
think tank is considered an institution that
combines academic expertise with a commitment
to influencing decision-making processes while
maintaining  organizational autonomy. Such
centers possess three fundamental characteristics:
a scientific foundation of their activities, relative
dependence, and an orientation toward impact
(Lyu, Bielefield, & Liu, 2023).

The activities of five Ukrainian university-
affiliated think tanks were analyzed.

Anti-Corruption Research and Education
Centre (ACREC), based at the National University
of «Kyiv-Mohyla Academy,» focuses primarily
on the field of corruption prevention and
counteraction. The analysis included the official
statute of the organization (Statute of the Public
Organization «Interdisciplinary Scientific and
Educational Center for Anti-Corruption Studies,»
2016) — («Mizhdystsyplinarnyi naukovo-osvitnii
tsentr protydii koruptsii», 2016) — as well
as information and activities presented on the
think tank’s official website (Mizhdystsyplinarnyi
naukovo-osvitnii tsentr protydii koruptsii v
Ukraini [ACREC], n.d.b) and its Facebook page
(Mizhdystsyplinarnyi  naukovo-osvitnii ~ tsentr
protydii koruptsii v Ukraini [ACREC], n.d.a).
Analytical documents published on the center’s
website were also examined.

It is worth noting that the center, together
with the Department of Political Science
of NaUKMA, launched a master’s program titled
«Anti-Corruption Studies» (Mizhdystsyplinarnyi
naukovo-osvitnii tsentr protydii koruptsii v Ukraini
[ACREC], 2025) — the first master’s program
in Ukraine focused on the study of corruption and
the development of strategies for its prevention.

The analyzed materials enabled an evaluation
of the center’s activities across the three analytical
blocks:

o Organizational and managerial block:
according to its statute, the center operates as a non-
profit public organization. Its goal is to form a school
of anti-corruption thought and provide knowledge
and practical tools to agents of change. The team
consists of seven staff members (two Candidates
of Sciences and one PhD). The center has broad
partnerships with governmental, civil, and
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international institutions, including Transparency
International Ukraine, NAZK (National Agency
on Corruption Prevention), Leiden University,
USAID, and the Embassy of Sweden.

o Content and  methodological  block:
the thematic focus fully corresponds to anti-
corruption policy and includes issues such
as whistleblowing, NGO financing, and legal
mechanisms. The center employs interviews,
comparative analyses, and case studies as its main
methodological tools. Analytical outputs are
presented in the form of reports, manuals, policy
briefs, and the ACREC Review series.

« Communication and  analytical  block:
publications  include clear,  well-structured
recommendations that address issues from
national to international levels. Public engagement
and social communication are actively carried
out through the center’s website and social media
platforms.

The School for Policy Analysis at the National
University of «Kyiv-Mohyla Academy» operates
in the areas of reintegration of temporarily occupied
territories, cultural and information policy related
to these territories, information security, countering
populism and the ideology of the «Russian world,»
as well as civic education («Shkola politychnoi
analityky NaUKMA,» n.d.c).

No publicly available statute or regulation
governing the think tank’s activities was found.
However, a publicly accessible document titled
«Typical Procedural Issues of Interaction between
Analytical Centers and the Structural Units of the
National University of ‘Kyiv-Mohyla Academy’»
dated December 30, 2018 («Natsionalnyi
universytet ‘Kyievo-Mohylianska akademiia)»
2018) was analysed, along with information and
activity updates published on the center’s official
website («Shkola politychnoi analityky NaUKMA,»
n.d.b) and its Facebook page («Shkola politychnoi
analityky = NaUKMA», n.d.a).  Analytical
documents presented on the center’s website were
also reviewed.

This made it possible to assess the center’s
activities within the framework of the three
analytical blocks:

o Organizational and managerial block:
the center’s mission is to promote evidence-based
decision-making in the fields of reintegration
of temporarily occupied territories, information
security, and counteraction to Russian propaganda.
The team consists of seven members (including two
Candidates of Sciences). The center has multiple
donors and partners, including the International
Renaissance  Foundation, USAID, European
Commission, U.S. Embassy in Ukraine, National
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Endowment for Democracy (NED), and Giessen
University, among others.

o Content and  methodological  block:
the research  topics cover  reintegration
of temporarily occupied territories, counteraction
to Russian narratives, information policy, and civic
education. The center employs sociological surveys,
monitoring studies, focus groups, and other
methods. Its publications are diverse in format and
have a strong applied orientation.

o Communication and analytical block:
although recommendations are not always
explicitly formulated, they are implicitly present
in conclusions and address regional, national, and
international levels. The center produces various
types of publications, including reports, analytical
articles, online courses, and monthly monitoring
reviews. Public outreach and social communication
are carried out through the center’s website and
social media platforms.

The Carpathian Institute of Analytics at Vasyl
Stefanyk Precarpathian National University defines
its areas of activity as economics, educational
and youth policy, and culture («Navchalno-
naukovyi tsentr ‘Karpatskyi instytut analityky’
‘FrankoLytics)» n.d.).

The analysis included the Regulation on the
Center («Prykarpatskyi natsionalnyi universytet
imeni Vasyliia Stefanyka,» 2024), information and
activity updates published on the Center’s official
website, as well as analytical documents presented
there («Navchalno-naukovyi tsentr ‘Karpatskyi
instytut analityky’ ‘FrankoLytics,» n.d.).

This made it possible to evaluate the Center’s
activities according to the three analytical blocks:

o Organizational ~and managerial block:
the Center functions as a structural subdivision
of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University.
Its main purpose is to conduct sociological
research in public, educational, and social spheres.
The research team includes seven members
(one Doctor of Sciences and three Candidates
of Sciences). The Center cooperates with numerous
donors and partners, including ISAR Ednannia,
the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID), the International  Renaissance
Foundation, the Embassy of Sweden in Ukraine,
the Ukrainian Independent Center for Political
Research (UICPR), the Center for Democracy and
Rule of Law (CEDEM), the University of Alberta
(Canada), and the Ivano-Frankivsk Regional State
Administration, among others.

o Content and  methodological  block:
the Center’s research topics cover social activism,
youth values, and the impact of the war on social
cohesion. The main research methods include

quantitative surveys, in-depth interviews, and
public opinion analysis. The think tank produces
a variety of analytical articles, reports, reviews,
studies, and policy briefs.

« Communication and analytical
block: the Center's materials are primarily
ofarecommendatory nature forlocal authoritiesand
have a predominantly regional level of influence.
The Center’s activities are regularly covered on its
official website and social media platforms.

The Center of Social Research of Sumy State
University (SSU)isaresearchandanalyticalstructural
subdivision within the Department of Psychology,
Political Science, and Sociocultural Technologies
(Sumskyi  derzhavnyi = universytet,  2021).

The Center’s scope of activity covers the social,
humanitarian, and behavioral sciences. The analysis
included the Regulation on the Center (Tsentr
sotsialnykh doslidzhen Sumskoho derzhavnoho
universytetu, n.d.a), information published
on the official website and the Center’s Facebook
page (Tsentr sotsialnykh doslidzhen Sumskoho
derzhavnoho universytetu, n.d.b), as well
as analytical documents available online.

This made it possible to evaluate the Center’s
activities as follows:

o Organizational and managerial block:
the Center’s mission is to study social processes
in the fields of education, economics, and
social policy. The research team consists of ten
members, including three Doctors of Sciences
and five Candidates of Sciences or PhDs.
The Center cooperates with various Ukrainian
and international organizations, such as UKAID,
the International Renaissance Foundation,
the Embassy of Sweden in Ukraine, the NGO
«Center for Civic Initiatives Intellect of Sumy
Region», the Ukrainian Women’s Fund, the NGO
«La Strada — Ukraine», the Association of Women
Lawyers of Ukraine «JurFem», the Administrative
Service Centers in Sumy and Chernivtsi, Admiral
Makarov National University of Shipbuilding, and
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University,
among others.

« Contentand methodologicalblock:the Center’s
publications address issues of educational reform,
social security, and the student environment.
Both quantitative and qualitative surveys, content
analysis, and focus groups are employed. Analytical
materials are presented in the form of reports,
studies, and articles.

« Communication and analytical block:
materials are published on the university’s official
website and are primarily of a recommendatory
nature, targeting mainly local and regional
stakeholders.
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The Research of Fakes and Propaganda
in Russian Science focuses on several key areas
of activity: countering Russian propaganda
inacademia;examininginternationaland Ukrainian
academic networks; and analyzing the role
of Russian academic institutions in supporting
the war (Analitychnyi tsentr «Doslidzhennia
feikiv ta propahandy wu rosiiskii nautsi»,
n.d.a).

We analysed the Center’s regulations, official
website information, and its publicly available
analytical ~documents  (Analitychnyi tsentr
«Doslidzhennia feikiv ta propahandy u rosiiskii
nautsi», n.d.b). This analysis allowed us to assess
the following components:

o Organizational and managerial component:
the Center operates within the field of research
on disinformation and propaganda in Russian
academic publications. Its main objective is
to identify fake narratives and develop analytical
tools to counter information influence. The Center
employs four researchers — two Doctors
of Economic Sciences and two Candidates
of Economic Sciences (equivalent to PhDs).
It maintains partnerships with the University
of Helsinki, CNRS (France), LAPP/IN2P3/CNRS,
Annecy (France), among others.

« Content and methodological component:
the research scope covers the humanities and social
sciences. The Center applies content analysis, fact-
checking, and comparative research methods.
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as well as journalistic articles.
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Conclusions and Prospects for Future
Research

The study has identified the main trends in the
development of university-affiliated think tanks
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from fragmented initiatives toward a systemic
institutional format that combines research,
educational, and expert-analytical functions.
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of regulatory frameworks, sustainable funding, and
clear performance indicators.
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of university analytics, the development
of evaluation criteria for assessing the effectiveness
of think tanks, and the identification of optimal
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Kpu»xaHoeceka B.
OCOBJINBOCTI AIANIbHOCTI AHANIITUYHUX LLEHTPIB B YHIBEPCUTETAX YKPATHU

AHomauyia. AkmyaneHicme 00CNiOXeHHs 3yMO8/1eHd 3pOCMAHHAM poJii yHigepcumemig AK ocepeokis
aHanimu4Hol ma ekcnepmHoi Qg bHOCMI 8 yMOBAX BOEHHUX BUKJIUKIB, Yugpposoi mpaHcopmauii ma
iHmezpayii YkpaiHu 0o egponelicbko2o 0Cc8imMHb020 Npocmopy. YHisepcumemcobKi aHanimuyHi yeHmpu
dedasni yacmiwe sucmynarome MatoaHYuUKamu 0718 8UpPOOIIeHHS 0C8IMHBOI NOJTIMUKU, 2pOMAOCbKO20
0ianozy ma HayKo80o20 KOHCY/1bMYy8dHHA Op2aHie 8/1a0u, Wo NiOKPecItoe HeobXiOHICMb KOMNIeKCHO20
OYiHIBAHHSA ethekmusHOCMI iXHbOI dialeHocmi. Mema cmammi nosnszae 8 oyiHIBAHHI eghekmusHOCMI
yHKYiIOHYBAHHA yHigepcumemcbKUX aHANIMUYHUX UyeHmpig YKpaiHu Ha OcHO8i aHanisy ixHix opaa-
Hi3aUiliHO-ynpasiHCbKUX, 3MiCmMo8o-MemoOUYHUX | KOMYHIKAUiGHO-GHANIMUYHUX Xdpakmepucmuk.
3a80aHHA 00CNiOXeHHA 0XONJIIIMb BUHAYEHHA CY4acHo020 cmaty, ocobsausocmel i nomeHyiasny pos-
8UMKY yHigepcumemcbKoi aHaniMuKu AK CK/1a0080f cucmemu ynpassiHHA 8uwolo ocgimoro. Y npoyeci
00cnioxeHHA po3pobsieHo ma obrpyHmMosaHo KpumepianebHul nioxio, Akuli ekaoyae mpu 6710KU oui-
HIOBAHHA: Op2aHi3ayitiHul, 3micmoso-memoouyHuUl i KoMyHikayitHud. [na 36opy eMnipudHUX OaHuUX
3aCcmoco8aHO KOHMEHM-AHAI3 8IOKpUMUX Oxepesi, aHanimu4YHuUx npodykmis i nybniyHux mamepianie
YKPAiHCbKUX yHigepcumemcbeKux aHanimuyHux yeHmpie. [poaHanizosaHo OisnbHicme n‘amu nposio-
Hux yeHmpig: MixxoucyunniHapHo20 HayKko80-0c8imHb020 UeHmpy npomuodii kopynuii 8 Ykpaini (ACREC),
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UWikonu nonimuyHoi aHanimuku HaYKMA, HasuaneHo-Haykogozo ueHmpy «Kapnamcekul iHcmumym
aHanimuku» [lpukapnamceko2o0 HayioHasabHO20 yHigepcumemy imeHi Bacuns Cmegaruka, LleHmpy
coyianbHux 0ocnioxeHb ma JJocnioxeHHs ¢elikie i nponazaHou y pociticekit Hayui Cymcbkoz2o 0epxas-
Ho20 yHigepcumemy. Pe3ynemamu 00cCnioX)eHHA NoKasanu, wo 6inewicme yeHmpie 0eMoHCMpyrome
pO38UHEHy memMamuky 00C/1i0XeHb, aKMUBHY KOMYHIKayiliHy OifsbHicms | npazHeHHA 00 MiXHApPOOHOI
iHmezpauii. BoOHo4ac okpemi UeHmMpu CMUKarmMeCs 3 HU3KOI BUKJIUKI8 — 8i0CYMHICMI0 Hopmamus-
HO20 pe2ystlo8aHHA, CMasoi cucmemu MOHIMopUH2y ehekmuBHOCMI, Hecmayeto hiHaHCo8UX | KAOPOBUX
pecypcig. BusHayeHo meHOeHyito 00 nocuneHHA MixyHisepcumemcbKol chisnpayi, po3wupeHHs y4acmi
Y MiXXHapOOHUX NPOEKMAX, 3pOCMAHHSA 3HAYeHHA AHAIMUYHOI ekcnepmu3su y ()opMyB8aHHi 0epasHol
ma oceimHboi nosimuku. 3po6s1eHo BUCHOBOK, W0 YHiBepcUMemcbKa aHAMuUKad € 8a20MUM iHCMPYMeH-
Mmom nidsuWeHHA AKOCMI ynpasiHHA cucmemoro 8UWoi oc8imu, hopMy8aHHA cmpameziyHo20 6ayeHHsA
i po38umky ma 3miyHeHHs 83aeMo0ii Mix akademMiyHUM cepedosuyeM, Cychibcmaom i depxxasoro. [a
Nnooasnbwo20 ymeepoxxeHHsA 4b020 HANPAMY HeObXiOHI yinecnpamosaHi Kpoku Wo0o MemMoou4YHO20, Npa-
808020 MA KOMYHIKAUiiHO20 3MIYHEHHA AHANIMUYHUX UeHmpie npu yHisepcumemax YKpaiHu.

Knroyosi cnoea: aHanimuyHul yeHmp, suwya oceima YkpaiHu, 0ceimHa nosiimuka, yHigeepcumemcokuti
aHanimu4Hul yeHmp, yHisepcumemcobKa aHaaimuka.
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